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Montpelier World Music Choir and Boston Harmony in Joint Mother’s Day Concert

Note to editors:  PR photos available for downloading at: http://www.villageharmony.org/PR/index.html
Montpelier World Music Chorus and Boston Harmony, both led by Patty Cuyler and Larry Gordon, present a joint concert on Mother’s Day, Sunday May 10 at 3:00 PM at Montpelier Bethany Church.  The Montpelier Choir also presents a concert on its own on Friday, May 15 at 8 PM at the Plainfield Community Center.  Admission to either concert, at the door, is $10, $5 for students and seniors.  For further information call (802) 426-3210 or visit www.villageharmony.org
Both concert programs present South African songs and dances, traditional music from Caucasus Georgia, Bulgaria, and Ukraine, Italian renaissance laudae, and American shape-note and gospel songs.  Now in their fourth season, these two choirs of 30 mixed adult and teen singers are both open to any interested singers.  Both groups are particularly notable for their ability to radically change their sound as they range through these different genres: from the dark and sonorous Georgian timbre to the ultra-bright Bulgarian hard-voice, from straight-ahead shape-note singing to the rich and mellifluous South African sound.  In Montpelier the groups will each perform on their own, and also join together 50 voices strong on a few numbers to “raise a mighty sound.”

Directors Gordon and Cuyler are also the directors of the larger organization Village Harmony, which sponsors singing camps and workshops throughout the world that study traditional polyphonic singing styles first hand.  Many of the singers have participated in these camps.  Cuyler says, “In all the work we do we strive to reach the essence of the musical traditions we study and perform; not just the melodies and the harmonies, but the distinctive singing timbres, the body language, the sound of the language itself, and the place of the music within the culture.  In most cases we have sung these songs alongside native singers in these countries, and we try to share this visceral understanding of the music in our teaching.”  

Gordon adds, “We are really pleased with the sound that these groups have developed this year.  They are a very adventurous and plucky bunch of singers, completely unafraid to try new sounds and new ways of using their voices.”

