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Village Harmony World Music Youth Choir Performs in Durham, Walkerton
Village Harmony, the unique and lively teen world music ensemble based in Vermont, led by Larry Gordon, Patty Cuyler and Robert Bouthillier, presents two area concerts: Monday August 10 at 7:30 PM at the Symphony Barn in Durham (393889 R.R. #1), and Tuesday, August 11 at 7:30 PM at  St Paul’s United Church in Walkerton, 303 Jackson Street South.  Suggested admission at the door is $10, $5 for students and seniors.   For information call (416) 369-1741.
The concert will include traditional Quebecois music, American shape-note, gospel and Appalachian harmonies, traditional music from Caucasus Georgia and Bulgaria, South African songs and dances, and parts of a renaissance mass. The a cappella voices will be joined on many numbers by a band of fiddles, percussion and wind instruments.

Village Harmony is an umbrella organization which every summer sponsors ten ensembles like this one, both in New England and in numerous foreign countries. .  Each group develops its own unique sound, but all share common traits:  a powerful, natural, unrestrained, vocal sound; a remarkable variety of vocal styles and timbres, as appropriate to the many varieties of ethnic and traditional music; and the visible, vibrant community among the singers and audience as they share in a joyous celebration of music.  This particular group, drawn from eight US states and two provinces, rehearsed intensively for eight days at a retreat center on Lake Simcoe near Toronto before taking this program on the road for two weeks of performances.  For further information visit the Village Harmony website: www.villageharmony.org
Special guest leader Robert Bouthillier from Quebec, leader of the trio Serre L’Ecoute, is one of the foremost collectors, teachers and interpreters of traditional Quebecois song.  For decades he has been collecting songs from older singers in Quebec and the Acadian regions of New Brunswick and has created harmonized version of many of these for group performance.  He is director of Conseil Quebecois du Patrimonie Vivant.

Larry Gordon and Patty Cuyler are the co-directors of Village Harmony and have a worldwide reputation for their extraordinary breadth of repertoire and experience with harmony singing traditions from many parts of the globe.

Village Harmony’s many recordings and songbooks will be available for sale at the concert.
