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Village Harmony teen world music ensemble presents second summer concert program

Village Harmony, the unique and lively teen world music ensemble, presents its second summer concert program in three performances in western Massachusetts and neighboring New York, all concerts at 7:30 PM:
July 17 – Cummington, MA

Congregational Church, (413) 268-3828
July 18 – Copake, NY, 5 PM
Camphill Community Auditorium, 518-329-9022
July 19 – Lee, MA
First Congregational Church, (413) 243-1033
Suggested admission at the door is $10, $5 for students and seniors.  For information call the local number listed, or call (802) 426-3210
The group of 23 bold and talented teen singers from seven states is led by Suzannah Park, Nathan Morrison and special guest leader Evgeny Efremov from Ukraine.  The concert program includes American and British traditional harmony singing, Appalachian clogging, village music from Ukraine, and renaissance and contemporary settings of Psalm 137: By the waters of Babylon.

Village Harmony is an umbrella organization based in Vermont dedicated to the study and performance of ethnic singing traditions from around the world.  Each summer they sponsor ten ensembles like this one, both in New England and in numerous foreign countries, involving both teen and adult singers.   Each group develops its own unique sound with a different international team of leaders, but all share common traits:  a powerful, natural, unrestrained, vocal sound; a remarkable variety of vocal styles and timbres, as appropriate to the many varieties of ethnic and traditional music; and the visible, vibrant community among the singers and audience as they share in a joyous celebration of music.  For further information visit the Village Harmony website: www.villageharmony.org
Suzannah park and her husband Nathan Morrison are two of the most charismatic of the younger generation of Village Harmony leaders, having participated in Village Harmony for twelve years, as well as in many extended overseas tours with Northern Harmony.  Suzannah is a remarkable singer with particular expertise in traditional Appalachian singing styles and has been a featured soloist and guest director with Hanover, Houston, Cambridge and Portland Oregon Revels.  Together they will lead a wide variety of music from America and the British Isles:  Appalachian harmonies, (some joined by fiddles, banjo and guitar), traditional and contemporary shape-note songs, quartet gospel, sea shanties, and British ballads.  
Evgeny Efremov, who teaches at the Kiev Music Conservatory in Ukraine, is one of the foremost collectors and teachers of traditional Ukrainian village song.  This highly rhythmic music features a high, plaintive singing style with thick, partly improvised harmonies.

Village Harmony’s many recordings and songbooks will be available for sale at the concert.

