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Village Harmony World Music Youth Choir performs in Grafton

Village Harmony, the unique and lively teen world music ensemble based in Vermont, led by Larry Gordon, Megan Henderson and special guest leader from Caucasus Georgia Malkhaz Erkvanidze, presents its third summer concert program in locations throughout northern New England:

August 8 – Middletown Springs, VT

Community Church, (802) 235-2050
August 9 – Amherst, MA

Grace Episcopal Church, on the Green
August 10 – Brookfield, MA
Unitarian Universalist Church, (508) 867 8806
August 11 – Cambridge, MA

Friends Meeting House, Longfellow Park

 August 12 – Chocorua, NH

Brassheart Inn, (603) 323-8806, or (603) 323-8877
August 13 – Kennebunk, ME
First Parish UU Church, 114 Main St., 207-985-3700
August 14 – Belfast, ME

First Congregational Church, 104 Church St., 207-899-8234
August 15 – Boothbay Harbor, ME

St Columba’s Episcopal, 32 Emery Lane (207) 633-6313
August 16 – Freeport, ME

Merriconeag Walforf School, Desert Rd., (207) 846-9559
August 17 – Wolfeboro, NH
All Saints Episcopal Church, South Main St.  (603) 569-2078
August 18 – Peterborough, NH

Unitarian Church, (603) 899-3249
August 19 – Strafford, VT

Town House, (802) 426-3210
August 20 – Grafton, VT

Grafton Church, (802) 869-2438

August 21 – Rutland, VT

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 18 Lincoln Ave, (802) 773-1715
Suggested admission at the door is $10, $5 for students and seniors.   For information call the local number listed or call (802) 426-3210.
The concert will feature ancient secular and sacred songs from Georgia, South African songs and dances, village songs from Bulgaria, American shape-note songs, new compositions by Henderson and two early baroque works with a small band of instruments. 

Village Harmony is an umbrella organization which every summer sponsors ten ensembles like this one, both in New England and in numerous foreign countries, which rehearse intensively for eight days before taking their show on the road.  Each group develops its own unique sound, but all share common traits:  a powerful, natural, unrestrained, vocal sound; a remarkable variety of vocal styles and timbres, as appropriate to the many varieties of ethnic and traditional music; and the visible, vibrant community among the singers and audience as they share in a joyous celebration of music  For further information visit the Village Harmony website: www.villageharmony.org.

Malkhaz Erkvanidze is one of the foremost collectors, teachers and performers of traditional Georgian song.  Founder of the Anchiskhati Choir and leader of several other ensembles he is a master of the diverse singing styles from the different Georgian regions, including the unique Georgian yodeling called krimanchuli.  Georgian music, almost always in three voice parts, features, a dark, powerful singing timbre and startling non-western harmonies.

Megan Henderson is an accomplished keyboard player and a fine singer who has performed for 25 years with Schola Cantorum in Boston and recorded with the Boston Camerata.  She is much sought after as an accompanist, plays regularly for English country dancing and is also a fine composer.  Village Harmony has performed many of her pieces in the past.

Larry Gordon is the founder of Village Harmony and has been leading choirs of all kinds for 35 years.  He has won an international reputation through extensive European touring with his select ensemble Northern Harmony.  His own powerful bass voice helps anchor the sound of the ensemble.

The baroque works include two masterpieces by lesser-known German composers.  Dominus illuminatio meo, by Franz Tunder (1614-1667), employs marvelously varied rhythmic and harmonic textures, by turns lively and lyrical, and is accompanied by two violins and continuo.  Laudate Dominum, a setting of Psalm 150 by the Bavarian composer Gregor Aichinger (1565-1628) alternates eight part double choir refrains with five verses, which gradually increase in complexity from two to six voices.
